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Chapter 1
It's your choice, take it or leave it

Luke 14:

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower,
sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether
he have sufficient to finish it?

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is
not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock
him,

30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able
to finish.

31 Or what king, going to make war against another
king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he
be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh
against him with twenty thousand?

32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he
sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of
peace.
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33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh
not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

Losses

In the passage quoted above, the Lord Jesus is
basically saying, “If you want to follow me, be very,
very sure that this is what you want because it is
going to cost you dearly.” You will have to
understand if you are truly going to follow Jesus
Christ and live a godly life, you are basically not
going to have “a life” on earth anymore. A true
Christian who is really living the Christian life is
going to be misunderstood, judged, beaten, disliked,
despised, rejected, labeled, embarrassed, etc. Yea and
all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution (2Timothy 3:12). The world did it to
Jesus Christ who was perfection and love personified,
and Jesus said they would do it to us. In my book, A
Revival of the Scriptures, I relate the following story:

A missionary named John Bechtel tells the story of a
time he desired to meet a Christian in China, any
Christian. China has a history of severe Christian
persecution, you see. He went to China five times
but could not manage to locate one. He eventually
went to a beautiful Chinese city called Guilin where
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he met a lady who agreed to lead him to a Christian.
This Christian, he came to find out, was a 62-year-
old lady who was well-known because, thirty years
prior, she had been humiliated through a public trial
which was held in a sports stadium where it was
demanded of her to take off her clothes in front of
everybody there. The judge wanted her to recant her
faith in Jesus Christ, promising to let her go if she
did. To the shock of everybody there, she responded,
“I will follow Jesus for the rest of my life.” The
judge became angry and sentenced her to cleaning a
sewer in the city of Guilin every day for the rest of
her life.

After meeting this woman and saying a prayer which
caused her to cry because she had not heard another
Christian pray in thirty years, John reached into his
pocket and took out all the money he had to give to
the woman; however, this Christian lady was not in
the least impressed with that. She rejected the money
and told John, “All I want in the whole world is a
copy of God’s Word.” Through a series of events,
John managed to arrange a makeshift Bible for this
Chinese Christian. When he and a friend went over
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to give the lady the Bible, they brought along some
other gifts for her, including money equivalent to
four years of her salary. When they arrived, the
woman was sitting on a bed praying, asking God for
a Bible. The woman was indifferent to the other gifts
and the large sum of money. She only asked about
the Bible. When John handed her the Bible, she
grabbed it, put it to her breast and said, “Precious!
Precious!” She pointed to the other gifts and crying,
said, “That’s not precious, that’s not precious, there
is only one thing that’s precious; it’s this (Bible). I
have not held it for thirty years; I knew some of it
but now I can know all of it.” She could not stop
talking about what the Bible meant to her. She said
to John, “Go back to your country and tell them the
answer is found in this book.”

She preferred the Bible over all the silver and all the
gold in all the world. In some sense a revival of the
Word is when it has become that precious to the soul
of the Christian. How can it not be precious when
Jesus Christ, the Creator of the universe, who calls
himself the Way, the Truth, and the Life, is found in
it?
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Now that is the story of someone who had really
decided to follow Jesus. From the onset, anyone who
wants to follow Jesus Christ must decide that they are
going to take this thing very seriously. Jesus Christ is
not going to become some part of your life, He is
going to be your life. I would like you to note O
reader that the verse, 2Timothy 3:12, says ALL (not
some) who will live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution. I have personally seen this again and
again even as I live in one of the most democratic
nations in the world. What I mean is, this is not only
applicable under despotic governments, it is
applicable everywhere. Just recently a girl from a
Hindu family got saved in our church and stopped
living a life of sin and carelessness and she suffered
so much for it at the hands of her family she had to
come live in my home as they kicked her out. A
young man got saved as I evangelized the streets and
his life was so radically transformed that his family
started angrily saying things like, “We don't even
know you anymore.” He had thought they were going
to be happy for him when he told them that Jesus
Christ had changed his life; but to his surprise,
persecution began. He would refuse to lie on their
behalf the way he used to do before; he refused to
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drive without a license and gossip with them. He
would no longer cheat and commit other such sins
and they made him suffer for it. He was kicked out of
his grandmother's home and accused of horrible
things, the accusations were all lies. They went as far
as calling him a murderer, for what reason nobody
knows. He eventually also had to come live with me.
When he left home his own mother said, “I declare a
mother's curse on you.” In another case, one day I
went to a home to try and negotiate with a certain dad
who was trying to stop his daughters from coming to
church. His complaint was that they came back home
too late in the night from church. Now the daughters
had told me that he was only complaining now when
they were coming back late from church but when
they used to live wild lives as sinners partying and
not even coming back home some nights, he had
never cared. I could tell of other stories of the same
kind. This tells us that, if the world understands and
loves you and is comfortable around you as a
Christian, you are probably not seriously living the
Christian life. I mean all the main characters of the
Bible who lived Godly lives suffered for it, why
would you be different? The world loves darkness
(John 3:19), if you are born again you are the light,
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darkness and light are enemies, so why would the
world treat you sweet? The Lord Jesus Christ said “In
the world ye shall have tribulation” (John 16:33), so
if sinners are treating a Christian too nice, something
is wrong. The people of the world are under the
influence the god of this world Satan, and he hates
Christians with a passion, if you're a true Christian he
will obviously use them to irritate and trouble you one
way or the other; if he never does, you're probably in
his camp knowingly or unknowingly. I became a
worldly type Christian at one point in my life and had
no trouble with family and friends when I was such.
Well the moment the Lord touched me and put a
hunger in my soul to seek Him more and more, the
criticisms began: “You’re fasting too much, you
gonna have ulcers,” “You’re anti-social,” “He’s
proud,” “You’re rigid,” “You’re hallucinating, come
back to earth.” That is just the way it is friend, that is
what happens when you truly follow Jesus Christ. The
world chose Barabbas, a murderer, over Jesus Christ,
a man of peace, holiness and love. If you truly belong
to Jesus, why would the world have affinity to you
while they crucified your Master?
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Here is a list of the things you will often lose when
you truly decide to live a holy life for Christ:

 The favor of family, friends, neighbours, and
colleagues

 Money
 Attending many events
 Respect from the world
 The pleasure of secular television
 The ungodly dressing fashions of the world
 etc.

One time I was guest preaching a great tent crusade in
Pretoria, South Africa. I was accommodated in the
house of my host for the two weeks I was there. My
host was a sewer of clothes. She was approached with
an offer to produce uniforms for a major South
African cult offering a considerable sum of money.
She came to me and a group of other pastors to seek
advice, as to whether it is morally acceptable to do
business with a cult. I immediately discouraged her,
citing the fact that it would be contributing to the
propagation of the damnable activities of the cult. An
argument broke between me and the other preachers
as they encouraged her to go ahead saying, “business
is business!” I said to the preachers, “Would you
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open up liquor store in the name of 'business is
business?’” They actually said they would.
Thankfully my host thought through the matter and
decided to turn down the offer. After a few days God
blessed her with a clean offer. But that is just that,
when you follow Jesus in truth and spirit, you will
lose money and friends, there's no other way. Up to
this day there are people who used to be my friends
who now consider me to be proud because I hate
idling and instead prefer to be always in prayer and to
live a separate life.

Take up your cross

Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow me.

What does it mean to deny yourself, take up your
cross and follow Jesus Christ? First let me address my
favourite preacher's erroneous interpretation of this
verse. This particular preacher teaches that to deny
oneself and take up one's cross is to look away from
your own ability to live for Jesus and to look unto His
cross for enabling power. While his concept is right
that we cannot live for Jesus Christ with our own
strength is right, his interpretation of this particular
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verse is wrong. To deny yourself means to accept that
in the world one you are going to refuse yourself
certain pleasures as a Christian, and to accept that you
are going to live for Jesus Christ no matter the cost.
That is why the next verse in line says, For
whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and
whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.
The Lord also said, If any man come to me, and hate
not his father, and mother, and wife, and children,
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also,
he cannot be my disciple (Luke 14:26). Now to hate
the people mentioned does not mean with literal sinful
hatred, it simply means to love Jesus Christ to the
extend that your love for these people looks like
hatred in comparison to your love for Him. Meaning
Jesus Christ will always come first and for Him you
are going to have to reject some of these people's
wishes if they contradict Christ.

If you want to follow Jesus Christ, consider all these
challenges I have discussed and choose ye this day
whom you will serve. If you feel it is too much then
leave it.

It is your choice, take it or leave it.
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Chapter 2
The Faith of Hebrews 11

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1) The best
way to understand the concept of faith as the writer of
Hebrews put it is to look at the definition through the
illustration of the lives of the heroes of faith listed in
the chapter. Nevertheless faith is simply acting in
accordance with what you are hoping for. If you are
hoping for Christ's promise of heaven you live like a
person who is going heaven no matter what. For
example, Moses foresaw and hoped for Christ and
decided to suffer with God's people in order to align
himself with what he was hoping for. In another sense
faith is to say, “I will believe the promise of Christ
and live a holy life for Him no matter what happens.
Whether things look good or bad I will believe God
and live accordingly.”

What I am saying is that following Jesus Christ needs
that kind of faith, about which Hebrews 11 says, All
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these people died having faith. They did not receive
the things that were promised, yet they saw them in
the distant future and welcomed them, acknowledging
that they were strangers and foreigners on earth.

14 For people who say such things make it clear that
they are looking for a country of their own.

15 If they had been thinking about what they had left
behind, they would have had an opportunity to go
back.

16 Instead, they were longing for a better country,
that is, a heavenly one. That is why God is not
ashamed to be called their God, because he has
prepared a city for them (ISV).

Notice what verse 15 says, they were not looking
behind or desiring to go back to their former
comfortable lives of the world and sin, they had
calculated the cost of following the will of God and
were fully determined to please God no matter what.
Jesus Christ said that anyone who looks back after
deciding to follow Him is not fit for the Kingdom of
God (Luke 9:62). In other words you have to make up
your mind once and for all that ‘I am going to live for
Jesus Christ and I am going to heaven at all costs.’
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Forsaking all

In Luke 14:33 the Lord Jesus makes a daunting
statement that anyone who does not forsake all to
follow Him cannot be His disciple. At one point He
told a rich young man to go sell everything he had,
distribute to the poor, then come and follow Him
(Luke 18:22). As I said, when you decide to follow
Jesus Christ, you have to know that your earthly life
is over. You have to place yourself in a state of mind
whereby you can let go of everything or anything
anytime. You can't hold on to things. Paul the Apostle
said, Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,
and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ
(Philippians 3:8). His earthly gains became nothing to
Him anymore for the sake of Christ.

Some of the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11 conquered
the world by faith while others suffered great losses
by the same faith. So faith is in two parts, you believe
God for miraculous help and He does wonders for you,
and at the same time you believe God even if He
decides not to move as you expect for reasons known
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to Him. You just trust that He is Almighty God, He
knows what He's doing. So some of these people of
faith ...were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that
they might obtain a better resurrection, and others
had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea,
moreover of bonds and imprisonment. They were
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were
slain with the sword: they wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted,
tormented (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they
wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens
and caves of the earth (Hebrews 11:35-38). People
who go through such things and still hold on are those
who forsaken all.

To live is Christ

A true Christian no longer lives for themselves or for
the world, no, now you have to determine that, To me
to live is Christ, and to die is gain (Philippians 1:21).
Christ is not going to be some part or portion of any
Christian's life, for you to make it, He has to be your
very life. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear,
then shall ye also appear with him in glory
(Colossians 3:4). When you wake up in the morning,
it's for Jesus, when you dress (so dress holy), it's for
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Jesus, even when you brush your teeth and comb your
hair, it's for Jesus (so don't use fake hair), when you
go to work or school, it's for Jesus, when you go to
sleep in the evening, it's for Jesus. You literally are
going to have to be a “Jesus freak" and a fanatic in
order to be a heaven-goer. Those who think I am
preaching salvation by works, I recommend you read
the next Burning Bush Media booklet titled The Case
For Sinless Perfection. There I will elaborate on the
position of works in the whole spectrum of what
salvation is. Just look at the radical words of Christ
concerning the kind of people who are fit for the
Kingdom or worthy to be His disciples. That is why
in John 6, after Jesus gave a ‘tough to grasp’ doctrine,
verse 66 says, From that time many of his disciples
went back, and walked no more with him. You have to
be a “Jesus Freak" and fanatical about Him to follow
Him even when you don't understand some things
about Him. He literally becomes your life, you take
your every breath for Him. Now if for you to live is
the world, for you to die will be loss, but if for you to
live is Christ, then for you to die will be gain.

“To be or not to be" unacceptable
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By “to be or not to be" I mean a state where one is
undecided about a matter, it may be or may not be,
one is not so sure whether they will hold on to Christ
until the end. It's 'que sera sera, whatever will be will
be.’ No, you have to be sure that you love Jesus
Christ with all your being. You cannot hold on to Him
with one hand and hold on to the world with the other.
Lukewarm people who are neither hot nor cold will
get spit out of His mouth. It has to be “I have decided
to follow Jesus, no turning back, the cross before me,
the world behind me.” The journey is long and tough
with many trials, so if you are not sure you want to do
this, don't begin. Many are the afflictions of the
righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them
all (Psalms 34:19).
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Chapter 3
Looking Beyond

Why does God have to allow so many difficulties for
His church before they get to heaven? We are already
dealing with sin and now there is also a devil and
demons fuelling the sin? The battle with sin is tedious
enough, but the devil and demons too? Why didn't
God just annihilate them or lock them up? Why did
He even create us knowing we would fail Him with
billions upon billions of us ending up in hell? Those
of us who accept Jesus Christ and become born again,
why doesn't God just completely remove all sinful
desires from us at the point of conversion so that we
don't have to wrestle with sin and its friend the devil
anymore? These are some of the questions that cross
the mind of a Christian in the heat of the battle for his
soul and against sin, the devil, and the world.
Different theological camps may give different
answers to them. Calvinists believe God’s ultimate
goal is to get glory for Himself out of whatever
outcome, even out of billions of souls burning in the
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torments of hell. Open theists believe God didn't
know humans were going to sin. Others believe God
had to take the risk, just like we as humans decide to
have children even though we know they may grow to
reject us. But besides the sinning why do we still have
to deal with the devil and his cohorts?

Severe testing

I believe that God has made human beings to be
creatures of total or almost total free-will. Human
beings have to decide whether they want God and to
be with Him or not. Heaven is for people who truly
want to be there. Jesus Christ wants to be with people
who truly want to be with Him. That is why the Bible
says the number one commandment is that men ought
to love God with ALL their hearts, minds, souls and
strength (Matthew 12:30). God wants all or nothing.
The fact that Adam sinned without a prior sin nature
shows the level of free will that God gave man. Man
is almost totally free to choose. I know I sound like an
extreme Arminian but I'm actually not, and I don't
want to go into such a discussion here. The point I
want to bring across is that God wants man to be for
Him completely and genuinely or forgo. The devil is
here to test man. If you choose Jesus Christ your
choice is going to be taken through the hottest fires of
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testing to see if your choice and heart are genuine
indeed. To see if you sincerely love God with all your
heart, mind, soul, and strength. If you do, no matter
what God allows Satan to bring, you will say with Job,
Though He slay me yet will I trust Him (Job 13:15).

Looking unto Jesus

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:2).

Now whether we understand all the reasons why God
allowed sin and the devil to be with us or not, the fact
is they are here and they mean business, and they are
damning souls. What ought we therefore to do ladies
and gentlemen? We have to wisely trust that the
omniscient Creator of the universe knows what He's
doing and fight for our souls with the very able
weapons He has availed to us. As I said, when you
have decided to follow Jesus, Satan is going to test
your faith and your decision severely, not mildly.
That is why you have to make up your mind once and
for all, because following Christ is not going to be a
walk in the park as modern preachers make it to
sound. Satan is called the wicked one for a reason, he
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is extremely evil, cunning and sophisticated, and he is
not here to play with you but to take you to hell. How
did Jesus face the severe testing?

The Lord Jesus is our standard:

1. He used the Word of God in the wilderness

As a Christian you are going to have to learn the
Word of God diligently. These things need discipline,
you have to determine in yourself that you are going
to be full of the Word. Most things that require
discipline are difficult in the initial stages. For
example, a weight lifter may struggle at the beginning
of his weight lifting, but after about six months to a
year he would have become so acquainted and strong
with the weights that he could lift with one hand what
it would have taken him two in the past, that's if he
disciplined himself. Even with learning the Word, one
has to be serious. You have to read the Bible even
when you don't feel like it in order to grow and know
it, and thereby become strong. You will need to find a
good church that preaches and teaches the truth. Ask
the Lord in prayer to direct you to the right church
and be committed to listening to and learning the
Word. A Christian has to discipline themselves to
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study the Word because it is a great weapon in the
fight for his faith.

2. He was full of the Holy Spirit

The Lord Jesus Christ was full of the Holy Spirit
without measure (John 3:34), and He spoke the
following words,

Luke 11:

9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you.

10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened.

11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a
father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish,
will he for a fish give him a serpent?

12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a
scorpion? note

13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children: how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
him?
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This passage of Scripture promises that the Father
will grant unto you the Holy Spirit when you ask.
You have to believe it and ask for the Holy Spirit
until you receive. Ask until you receive, seek until
you find, and knock until the door is opened to you.
These things that are demanded of the Christian
cannot be achieved with human strength, you need to
consistently ask for God's help and that is what the
Holy Spirit is here for. That is also what Jesus Christ
died for. Jesus died to sanctify you and give you
power to obey the Word of God and endure whatever
sufferings you will encounter on earth. The Holy
Spirit will refresh, strengthen, guide, empower, teach,
comfort, and protect the Christian on their journey to
heaven.

3. He looked beyond the cross at the reward

We have to look unto Jesus as our example and
strength. We must hold on to the Word of God.
Consume the Word until it consumes you. We ought
to ask to be filled to overflowing with the Holy Spirit.
We have to look to the reward of being with Christ in
the joys of eternity. A truly wise person does not live
for the pleasures of the moment but they sacrificially
prepare for the future. We can have hope because
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though our outward man perish, yet the inward man
is renewed day by day (2 Corinthians 4:16).
Furthermore, I reckon that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us (Romans 8:18). If
you totally make up your mind, God will give you a
kind of revelation of Jesus Christ which will make
you realize that the severe trials of this short life in
this dry and barren land are but a triviality in
comparison with what He has prepared for you, for
eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him (1 Corinthians 2:9).

A Christian who wants to make it must disconnect
their heart from the earth and set it on heaven.

Colossians 3:

1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God.

2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on
the earth.

3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in
God.
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The beauty of Christ should make this world look like
the dustbin that it actually is. If this current world still
looks appealing and glamorous to you, then you do
not have a revelation of the glory of Christ and you
ought to ask for it. I marvel when I see young women
leave Christ for boyfriends. Why would anyone set
aside Jesus Christ, the wonder of all existence just for
sex, or just for rotting earthly security? The pomp of
this world will all fall through into hell, but oh! how
earthly life has a way of deceiving the heart of man
concerning eternity.

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the
world. If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever (1 John
2:15-17).
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Conclusion

If you are genuine for Jesus Christ, He is able to keep
you from falling (Jude 1:24). Remember following
Christ you pay now with your life and enjoy later,
following the pleasures of the world you enjoy now
and you pay later, in hell.

Matthew 24:

12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of
many shall wax cold.

13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved.
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