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The Sovereign God
In her article, Will religion ever
disappear?1 young freelance journalist
Rachel Nuwer, quoting a professor, writes,
“There’s absolutely more atheists around
today than ever before, both in sheer
numbers and as a percentage of humanity,
says Phil Zuckerman, a professor of
sociology and secular studies at Pitzer
College in Claremont, California, and
author of Living the Secular Life.” She
continues: “According to a Gallup
International survey of more than 50,000
people in 57 countries, the number of
individuals claiming to be religious fell
from 77% to 68% between 2005 and
2011, while those who self-identified as
atheist rose by 3% – bringing the
world’s estimated proportion of adamant
non-believers to 13%.” But will religion
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ever disappear? Nuwer gives the typical
atheistic explanations for the existence of
religion: ‘humans evolved it for survival’
and ‘it helps them cope with pain.’
Nuwer concludes her article with
Zuckerman’s words: “There will always
be people who believe, and I wouldn’t be
surprised if they remain the majority.” I
think a good explanation for this is Blaise
Pascal’s: “What else does this craving,
and this helplessness proclaim but that
there was once in man a true happiness,
of which all that now remains is the
empty print and trace? This he tries in
vain to fill with everything around him,
seeking in things that are not there the
help he cannot find in those that are,
though none can help, since this infinite
abyss can be filled only with an infinite
and immutable object; in other words by
God himself.”2Man knows he needs God.
It is foolish that whenever materialistic
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scientism clashes with other realities of
the human experience, these realities get
dismissed with a casual wave of the hand

as mere illusions or products of evolution
without even critically thinking of the
logical stability of such notions. I am
referring to serious realities such as the
one I am discussing in detail in the next
paragraphs.

In 1966, The Beatles’ John Lennon said,

“Christianity will go. It will vanish and
shrink. I needn’t argue about that; I’m
right and I’ll be proved right. We’re
more popular than Jesus now; I don’t
know which will go first – rock ‘n’
roll or Christianity. Jesus was all right
but his disciples were thick and
ordinary. It’s them twisting it that
ruins it for me.” 3
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Will Christianity go? I will simply quote
Jesus Christ, whose name by the way
permeates the world to its remotest parts
even today, whereas the name John
Lennon is disappearing where it is known
and unknown in much of the world.
Christ said, “And this Gospel of the
Kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and
then shall the end come” (Matthew
24:15). Common sense will tell as to who
is more credible between Jesus Christ and
John Lennon. These words of Christ
(quoted above) simply show us that
religion is going nowhere, particularly
Christianity. I will briefly discuss why
that is. It is a universally observable fact
that man is intrinsically ‘incurably
religious’ and dualist. The fact is, man
naturally knows there is a transcendent
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reality. Studies have shown that humans
have a fundamental and intuitive sense of
the design and purpose of the world
around them from childhood – an
instinct that people revert to when not
consciously thinking about it; it is built
into the very fabric of human existence. It
is something so deeply ingrained in
human thought processes that it cannot be
expunged.4

Man naturally feels a connectedness to
an ultimate and greater reality beyond
himself. Even in Estonia, one of the least
religious countries in the world where
only about fourteen percent of the
population says religion is an important
part of their daily lives, the vast majority
of the population apparently believe in
some spiritual reality despite a history of
systematised and forced atheism under
Soviet rule. What of China where
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apparently ‘according to a new study, 90
percent of all Chinese consider
themselves to be atheists or not to be
religious?’5 Historically China was not
this way; instead this statistic is a result
of decades of communism. Also, despite
the ninety percent, China has millions
still adhering to traditional Eastern
beliefs. Furthermore, China has arguably
the fastest growing number of adherents
to the Christian faith in the 21st century.

The following is a conclusion of a £1.9
million study related to Oxford
University, in the words of co-director
Professor Roger Trigg: “We have
gathered a body of evidence that suggests
that religion is a common fact of human
nature across different societies. This
suggests that attempts to suppress
religion are likely to be short-lived as
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human thought seems to be rooted to
religious concepts, such as the existence
of supernatural agents or gods, and the
possibility of an afterlife or pre-life.”6

These findings seriously challenge the
argument called the “Presumption of
Atheism.” Now this phenomenon of a
natural sense of the existence of a
‘Higher Power’ includes those professing
atheism. Children are not born atheist,
they are seemingly born with an
instinctive knowledge of some of the
realities of the universe and are clearly
more naturally inclined towards belief in
the supernatural than not. In fact even
children who grow up with religion
withheld from them still become
ontologically religious. According to a
survey of sixty five countries, conducted
by Gallup International and the WI
Network of Market Research, based on
63,898 interviews, “people younger than
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34 tend to be more religious than older
respondents.”5 This all should be one of
the reasons atheists are still a minority in
the world’s population and will continue
to be. Humans train their brains to reject
supernaturalism. In fact most stories of
how people become atheists are similar.
While some are taught it by parents, it is
usually two factors that change people’s
minds regarding God’s existence: the
problem of evil and exposure to scientific
or philosophical theories in high school
or college. Occasionally it is due to the
frustration of, ‘there are too many
different religions, which one is right?’
Those who are hesitant to take further
their natural sense of supernatural reality
often resort to agnosticism. For example,
John Horgan, a teacher at Stevens
Institute of Technology who is agnostic,
stated in an article at the Scientific
American blog, “My own mystical
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intuitions keep me from ruling out the
possibility of supernatural creation.”7 Let
me add that, according to Romans 1:18-
23, all human beings are originally
intrinsically monotheistic. It is by moral
choice and by being taught that they
become polytheistic (or atheistic). Acts
17:26-29 also indicates this. This intrinsic
sense of the existence of a Supreme,
intelligent designer of the universe is one
of the witnesses to His existence; again
Romans 1 makes that fact clear.

One of the things conspicuous in the
biblical narrative is that it is the pattern
of God that in the pilgrimage of human
generations upon the face of the Earth,
He always has somebody in each
generation or group of people to
represent or portray the fear and
righteousness of the Lord; despite how
dark it may be, there is always a witness.
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In the absence of such a one, nature itself
, including the intrinsic inner moral
conscience and common sense of the
existence of God, is witness enough to
the Supreme owner of the universe unto
whom man is accountable. I propose that
if the whole world were to rebel against
God, there would be that one person who
would magnify the Lord. At one point
even the Lord Jesus said that if His
disciples were to hold their peace, the
stones would cry out (Luke 19:40).
Let us observe the following witnesses:

Noah

The man lived in a day characterized by
the love of pleasures rather than the love
of God. He lived in a day in which
Scripture says “… it repented the Lord
that he had made man on the Earth, and
it grieved him at his Heart” (Genesis
6:6). The generation of Noah had
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surpassed the common depravity of
human nature for the Word describes
them thus, “every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually” (Genesis 6:5). This does
not appear simply hyperbolic, it was raw
reality; these folks are often used as an
example of the reality of the total
depravity of man. Scripture tells how
God had determined to destroy all living
creatures upon the face of the Earth
because of the level of wickedness but
then suddenly Genesis 6:8 declares,
“But Noah found grace in the eyes of the
Lord.” While others were wicked
“Noah was a just man and perfect in his
generation, and walked with God”
(Genesis 6:9).
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Abraham
“Joshua said unto all the people, thus
saith the Lord God of Israel, your fathers
dwelt on the other side of the flood in old
time, even
Terah, the father of Abraham, and the
father of Nachor: and they served other
gods” (Joshua 24:2). In that day of
idolatry and wickedness, the Lord took
Abraham out of that environment and
through him produced a nation that would
be a witness to the existence of the One,
true and righteous God and Creator of the
universe.

Lot
Bad old Sodom and Gomorrah stank in
God’s nostrils. The Bible says that “the
cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great and
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because their sin is very grievous”
(Genesis 18:20). Who could have
expected to meet a sane man in Sodom
and Gomorrah? Lo and behold there was
righteous Lot; indeed God does not leave
Himself without a witness.

Caleb
When the spies whom Moses the servant
of God had sent to spy out the great land
of Canaan brought up an evil report to the
children of Israel, telling them how they
felt like grasshoppers in the presence of
the Canaanite giants, there was but one
voice that distinguished itself among
them. This was the voice of Caleb when
he said, “let us go up at once and possess
it; for we are well able to overcome it”
(Numbers 13:30). The Lord later said,
“Doubtless ye shall not come into the
land, concerning which I sware to make
you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of
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Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun”
(Numbers 14:30).

Elijah
There came a day in Israel when it was
dangerous to be a prophet of truth and
righteousness. False prophets enjoyed
direct government benefits. These were
the days of wicked Ahab and Jezebel. But
there was a man of God, Elijah the
Tishbite. Furthermore, there were a
hundred true prophets hidden in a cave
somewhere. The prophet Micaiah is
worth a mention too, what a man of God.
There was a light piercing through the
darkness of that day.

Micaiah
1 Kings 22: 8 “... there is yet one man...”
We see in this chapter an incident that
shows us how God works in the earth.
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About four hundred prophets of Ahab,
the wicked king, had prophesied lies.
Ahab could not have cared to consult a
true prophet of course. Micaiah (his
name means ‘who is like Jehovah?’),
who was hated by the king of Israel,
Ahab, was called for his opinion due to
the request of the righteous king
Jehoshaphat. At first he did not bother to
tell the king the truth of God’s Word; upon
the king’s insistence, Micaiah prophesied
the defeat of the army of Israel and the
death of Ahab at the battle they were
preparing to engage in at Ramoth-gilead.
When his words were not believed, he
uttered to Ahab, “If thou return at all in
peace, the Lord has not spoken by me.
And he said, Hearken, o people, every
one of you.” In the midst of lies there
stood up truth and it prevailed. Is it not
interesting how the prophets in the Bible
are so different from most modern day
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so-called prophets, or should I say
“sideshows?”

John the Baptist – The voice in the
wilderness
After four hundred “years of silence,”
all of a sudden there thundered a voice
with something fresh and alive from the
Lord. John did not come from the
apostate religious system of the day. He
came from outside of it, thundering
against it. He must have felt to the
people like a refreshing stream of pure
water flowing through a dry hot desert
after years of enduring the dry and heavy
yoke of the Pharisees, Sadducees and the
Scribes. I find Luke 3:1-2 interesting,
“Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of
Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being
governor of Judaea, and Herod being
tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother
Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the
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region Trachonitis, and Lysanias the
Tetrarch of Abilene, Annas and Caiphas
being the high priests, the Word of God
came unto John, the son of Zacharias in
the wilderness.
The Word of God bypassed the high and
mighty of the day and went to the
wilderness to fall upon what modern
people would call a ‘hillbilly.’ The Bible
says of him, “He was not that Light, but
was sent to bear witness of that Light”
(John 1:8).

I could tell of Samuel, Josiah, Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and the three
Hebrew boys, Jaddua the high priest and
Judas Maccabaeus during the ‘silent
years.’ God always has a witness, even
during the great tribulation when the
Antichrist will be in charge [I am a
moderate dispensationalist and a
premillennialist],
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God “will give power unto my two
witnesses and they shall prophesy a
thousand two hundred and threescore
days, clothed in sackcloth” (Revelation
11:3). “Nevertheless he left not himself
without witness, in that he did good, and
gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful
seasons, filling our hearts with food and
gladness”
(Acts 14:17). “And this Gospel of the
Kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations and
then shall the end come” (Matthew
24:14).

What am I saying?
“There is a generation”

Proverbs 30:11-14:
11 There is a generation that curseth
their father and doth not bless their
mother.
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12 There is a generation that are pure
in their own eyes, and yet is not
washed from filthiness.
13 There is a generation, how lofty are
their eyes! And their eyelids are lifted
up.
14 There is a generation, whose teeth
are as swords, and their jaws as knives,
to devour the poor from off the earth,
and the needy from among men.

Generation: רּודרּד : dor dor

Brown-Driver-Briggs Definition: 1.
period, generation, habitation,
dwelling...
a) period, age, generation (period of time)

b) generation (those living during a
period)

c) generation (characterized by quality,
condition, class of men)
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d) dwelling-place, habitation

Clearly the word ‘generation’ in the
quoted passage accords more naturally
with definition 1c, though all of the
above definitions are strongly applicable.
It is interesting that the people the writer
of this passage of Proverbs describes are
described by the Apostle Paul in 2
Timothy 3:1-8 as characterizing the
nature of people in the last days, which I
believe to be the days we now live in.

As it regards the secular world, we live
now in a generation of wicked, profligate
and dissolute human beings who have
rejected the authority of God and the
Bible. In Christianity or the Church, we
are among a generation of ‘Laodiceans’
who say “I am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched and
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miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked” (Revelation 3:17). These are
neither cold nor hot and in danger of
being spewed out of the mouth of Christ
(Revelation 3:16). Ours certainly is a
generation of church folks of whom 2
Timothy 4:3-4 says “will not endure
sound doctrine, but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears. And they shall turn
away their ears from the truth and shall
be turned unto fables.”

What I am saying is that, in the midst of
this apostasy and darkness, there is
another generation. THERE IS A
GENERATION OF LOVERS OF THE
TRUTH, a generation of those that look
unto Jesus, a generation that, like John,
are a witness of that Light (John 1:8).
There are men and women, boys and
girls who love the Bible, who honour the
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Word of God, who are faithful and
careful to interpret and apply it properly
in the fear of the Lord while the vast
majority of Christians have departed
from it and some peddle it selling
“prayer shawls” and all kinds of
demonic trinkets in the name of God.
God has not left Himself without a
witness. Let everyone that nameth the
Name of Christ seek to be a part of this
remnant.

Clarity and simplicity

Christianity is a belief system that is
characterised by light, in
contradistinction to every belief system
and lifestyle outside of Jesus Christ;
everything outside is darkness. There is
counterfeit light of course (2 Corinthians
11:14). The real light of God manifests
essentially in holiness, truth, coherence
and simplicity.
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“And this is the condemnation, that light
is come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil” (John 3:19). The Light
in this verse is Jesus Christ; before His
incarnation, the waters of truth had been
muddied by all kinds of philosophies,
Jewish and pagan (Matthew 15:6; Acts
17:18-34). His manifestation in the
incarnation exposed falsehoods and the
uncleanness of human hearts; His
Presence brought clarity. So Christ is the
Light of God characterized by truth and
holiness, exposing lies and impurities.
When Christ entered the scene in Galilee
and Judaea, it became clear among the
people what the truth was; the people
immediately noticed the difference
between Him and the Pharisees and
Scribes (Matthew 7:28-29). He untangled
the Law, the Prophets and all reality with
His life and ministry; this so that the
witness of God to mankind would be
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clear and leave them without excuse, for
“the times of this ignorance God winked
at; but now commandeth all men
everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30)

A true witness of God is holy, true, clear,
coherent and simple. Most of those
famous men on ‘Christian television’ are
a far cry from these characteristics. Most
of them are just ‘child stars,’ they are not
spiritually mature, just famous. That is
why they love the limelight and often
make confusing statements on where they
stand on issues such as homosexuality,
abortion, hell, worldliness, etcetera;
issues which Scripture is fairly clear on.

What happens to people who have
never heard?

What do we do with the situation, for
example, of some pagan Amorite priest
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offering children as sacrifices to idols in
the Old Testament?

1. Jesus had not yet come.
2. He did not have the Law of Moses
at his disposal.
3. What he was doing was all he had
ever known. Surely his chances of
getting saved were zero, weren’t
they? What witness did he have of
the one true God and of how to
reach Him?

Biblically speaking:

Genesis 18:25 – “…Shall not the judge
of all the earth do right?”
We can trust that the omniscient Judge of
all the earth will do right concerning such.

Acts 17:30 – “And the times of this
ignorance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men everywhere to
repent.”
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Acts 14:16-17 – “Who in times past
suffered all nations to walk in their own
ways. Nevertheless he left himself not
without witness, in that he did good, and
gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful
seasons, filling our hearts with food and
gladness.” Here the Bible says the
human race, in the time of the Amorite
mentioned above, the world, was
ignorant of God and He “winked at” or
left them to their own ways. They were
however not completely ignorant as
‘God left Himself not without witness.’
The natural order was a witness to them
that there exists a Supreme Creator of
the universe. Romans 1 tells us that
“when they knew God, they glorified him
not as God, neither were they thankful.”
Instead of genuinely trying to find out
who God really was, they imagined Him
to be like man, birds, cattle, and reptiles,
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so they carved images of these things
and worshipped them. God let them be.
So He let them go to hell just like that?
Well, Noah lived among people like that,
how did he find God? When he preached
to them about God and righteousness,
they still did not listen. Now, even after
Christ, many died and still die without
ever having once heard the Gospel.

No one can tell with complete certainty
what happens to each of these souls but I
believe the vast majority of them go to
hell, just as the vast majority go to hell
even after having heard the Gospel. Most
people in the West and the rest of the
world have heard the gospel or know
about Jesus Christ but are going to hell
because they still reject Him and many
are atheists. Mind you, the grace of God
in Christ covers all human beings (for
salvation) in both the Old and New
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Testaments because the Lamb was slain
from the foundation of the world
(Revelation 13:8) or was foreordained
before the foundation of the world, but
was manifest in these last times for man
(1 Peter 1:20). This means even before
the Lord physically died, God could give
salvation by faith (as He did with
Abraham) on the basis of the future
sacrifice of Christ.

Theologically speaking:

It is clear, considering the witness of
nature, Noah, Moses and the Law, the
Prophets, the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Apostles and all believers who ever
preached, that some people will repent
upon hearing of God’s righteousness but
most will not. To the Calvinist, this is
according to God’s sovereign decree and
purpose. To me, who differs in view with
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Reformed Theology in this regard (and I
will come back to this in a later chapter),
it is a problem of sin,
“For the grace of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men”
(Titus 2:11). Man is a sinner who loves
his sin. It is not primarily a matter of
whether man hears or not, it seems to be a
matter of whether he would repent if he
ever gets the chance to hear. In Acts 24,
Paul reasons with a pagan Roman leader
called Felix about righteousness, self-
control and judgement. The man Felix is
convicted and trembles or is terrified, but
does he repent?

Nay, instead he keeps trying to get a
bribe out of Paul. Felix must have been a
fairly comfortable man financially, yet he
still wanted money from Paul, a prisoner;
I guess politicians have always been that
way. This proves what I said, that man is
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a sinner who greatly loves his sin, which
is based on John 3:19, that man saw the
Light but would not go to the Light
because he loved darkness, rather than
light. Consider how the Israelites quickly
turned from God to worship the golden
calves and proclaim that these were the
gods that took them out of Egypt despite
knowing very well that it was the Lord
who delivered them with great power.
The hearts of human beings are just so
bent towards evil. Now returning again to
the scenario of the Amorite, Paul in Acts
17:27 says that God is not far from man,
He gave man signs of His existence in the
hope that man, in the words of the
Apostle, “might feel after him, and find
him.” Man has always chosen his own
way since Eden and when perfect love
and righteousness walked among men in
Christ Jesus, they murdered Him and
when Pilate made them pick between
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Christ and a murderer, they picked the
murderer.

People who have never heard anything
about God or Jesus Christ are not only
naturally sinners on the basis of original
sin, but if instead of ‘feeling after God’
to find Him based on the natural law
which is written on their hearts (Romans
2:13-15) to guide them to Him – if
instead they choose to live in sin and lust,
they will die in their sin and go to hell.
Paul tells us that “as many as have
sinned without law shall also perish
without law…” (Romans 2:12). This all
tells us that if someone really wants truth
and wants God, God will make a way for
that person to find Him. God did this for
Cornelius of Caesarea (Acts 10) and for
the Ethiopian eunuch unto whom Philip
the evangelist preached (Acts 8). In the
Old Testament He did it for Enoch, Noah
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and others. There has always been a
witness.
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